Congenital
lateral dislocation of the patella is a rare condition caused by displacement of the extensor mechanism of the knee, which occurs before or shortly after birth (Malkin 1932) .
The patella is small and cannot be replaced in its normal position except by operation. 30-degree flexion contracture of the left knee and small patellae were palpable on the lateral aspects of both joints (Fig. 5) . She said that her knees had been "bent"
for as long as she could remember but this had not prevented her from doing housework and bringing up her three children. 
